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faith in the power of liberty, you will inspire
your people, you will lead your nations, and
you will change the world.

Thanks for having me. And may God bless
you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:07 p.m. in the
Large Hall at Czernin Palace. In his remarks, he
referred to President Toomas Ilves of Estonia;
Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg and
former President Vaclav Havel of the Czech Re-
public; former Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar
of Spain; Natan Anatoly Sharansky, former Soviet
dissident and author; former President Lech
Walesa of Poland; and former Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher of the United Kingdom.

Statement on the Death of
William C. France, Jr.

June 5, 2007

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of Bill France, Jr. Bill was a legend
in the world of NASCAR whose passion and
vision for stock car racing led the sport to
the national prominence it enjoys today.

Bill brought racing’s excitement to millions
of new fans through his steadfast and innova-
tive leadership. Bill also helped ensure that
the NASCAR community found many ways
to support the men and women of the U.S.
Armed Forces. Our thoughts and prayers are
with the France family.

Statement on the Death of
Senator Craig L. Thomas

June 5, 2007

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of Wyoming Senator Craig Thomas.
During nearly 23 years of public service as
a Senator, Congressman, and State legislator,
Senator Thomas was a tireless and effective
advocate for the people of his beloved home
State. He was a man of character and integ-
rity, known for his devotion to the values he
shared with the people of Wyoming. He
leaves a lasting legacy as a guardian of Wyo-
ming’s lands and resources and our country’s
national parks. Our thoughts and prayers go
out to Senator Thomas’s wife, Susan, his fam-
ily, and friends.
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Proclamation 8155—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 2007

June 5, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The American Flag represents freedom
and has been an enduring symbol of our Na-
tion’s ideals since the earliest days of our Na-
tion. Wherever it flies, we are reminded of
America’s unity and in the great cause of lib-
erty and justice for all.

Two hundred and thirty years ago, the Sec-
ond Continental Congress officially made the
Stars and Stripes the symbol of America. The
Founders declared that the 13 stars gracing
the original flag represented “a new con-
stellation,” just as America embodied new
hope and new light for mankind. Today, our
flag continues to convey the bold spirit of
a proud and determined Nation.

Americans have long flown our flag as a
sign of patriotism and gratitude for the bless-
ings of liberty. We also pledge allegiance to
the flag as an expression of loyalty to our
country and to the belief in the American
creed of freedom and justice. By displaying
and showing respect for the flag, we honor
the ideals upon which our democracy rests
and show appreciation for the freedoms we
enjoy today. Flying the flag can also be an
expression of thanks for the men and women
who have served and sacrificed in defense
of our freedoms—from the early patriots of
the Continental Army to the courageous
Americans in uniform who are defending
those freedoms around the world today.

During Flag Day and National Flag Week,
we honor Old Glory and reflect on the foun-
dations of our freedom. As citizens of this
great Nation, we are proud of our heritage,
grateful for our liberty, and confident in our
future.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492),
designated June 14 of each year as “Flag
Day” and requested that the President issue
an annual proclamation calling for its observ-
ance and for the display of the flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
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buildings. The Congress also requested, by
joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as
amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President
issue annually a proclamation designating the
week in which June 14 occurs as “National
Flag Week” and calling upon all citizens of
the United States to display the flag during
that week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim June 14, 2007, as Flag
Day and the week beginning June 10, 2007,
as National Flag Week. I direct the appro-
priate officials to display the flag on all Fed-
eral Government buildings during that week,
and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day
and National Flag Week by flying the Stars
and Stripes from their homes and other suit-
able places. I also call upon the people of
the United States to observe with pride and
all due ceremony those days from Flag Day
through Independence Day, also set aside by
the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to
honor America, to celebrate our heritage in
public gatherings and activities, and to pub-
licly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag of the United States of America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:12 a.m., June 7, 2007]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 6, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 8.
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Memorandum on Partial Resumption
of Travel to Lebanon To Promote
Peace and Security

June 5, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2007-22

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Transportation

Subject: Partial Resumption of Travel to
Lebanon to Promote Peace and Security

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
49 U.S.C. 40106(b) and for the purpose of
promoting peace and security in Lebanon,
I hereby determine that the prohibition of
transportation services to Lebanon estab-
lished by Presidential Determination 85-14
of July 1, 1985, as amended by Presidential
Determination 92-41 of August 17, 1992,
and Presidential Determination 98-32 of
June 19, 1998, is hereby further amended
to permit U.S. air carriers under contract to
the United States Government to engage in
foreign air transportation to and from Leb-
anon of passengers, including U.S. and non-
U.S. citizens, and their accompanying bag-
gage; of goods for humanitarian purposes;
and of any other cargo or materiel.

All other prohibitions set forth in the
above-referenced Presidential determina-
tions remain in effect.

You are directed to implement this deter-
mination immediately.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 7, 2007]

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 6, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 8.

Interview With Members of the
White House Press Pool in
Heiligendamm, Germany

June 6, 2007

The President. Let me start off by talking
about my speech yesterday. The purpose of
the speech is to remind our allies and those



